Revelstoke Bear Aware Society
Annual Report
December 31, 2011

Janette Vickers
Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator



Revelstoke Bear Aware Society Annual Report - 2011

Executive Summary

This annual report describes the activities and initiatives of the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society from
January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011 and provides:

- A description of current human-bear conflict.
- Accountability to the community and financial contributors.
- Arecord for the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society.

The focus of Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2011 was twofold: to continue working towards attaining
Provincial Bear Smart status in Revelstoke, and to continue our diverse education outreach programs to

reduce human-bear conflicts and educate the community about reducing bear attractants.

2011 was a busy year for Revelstoke Bear Aware. There were 212 reports concerning black bears and 9
reports concerning grizzly bears, totalling 221 reports, made to the RAPP Line and Revelstoke Bear

Aware. Ten black bears were destroyed in 2011 and one black bear was relocated.

Garbage continues to be the number one attractant for bears, followed secondly by fruit trees. Compost,

livestock, pet food, out d o o r
also continue to be bear attractants.

freezers and

fridges,

bi

rdf eeder s,

Revelstoke Bear Aware delivered 32 Bear Aware presentations, attended 8 public events and festivals,
and presented at 4 workshops. Through these events we reached a total 2, 452 people.

Revelstoke Bear Aware handed out 130 Garbage Tags and visited 52 residences in door-to-door visits.

With in-kind support from Parks Canada, three new maps were created for Revelstoke Bear Aware
including the Google Earth Map, Bear Hazard Map (2009-2010), Garbage Bear Map (2005-2010).

There were 2 941 visits to the Revelstoke Bear Aware website and 1 178 page views on the new Google

Earth Map.

Seventeen residents with fruit trees contacted Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2011 to take part in The
Gleaning Project. A total of 1 320 pounds of produce was donated to various agencies and community
groups in 2011. Community Connections Food Bank was pleased to receive 920 pounds of cherries,
plums, pears, apples and grapes from The Gleaning Project. Volunteers contributed over 84 hours into

The Gleaning Project in 2011.

Revelstoke Bear Aware issued 4 press releases in 2011 as well as one public advisory.

It would not have been possible to deliver the Revelstoke Bear Aware program to so many members of
the community without the support from volunteers. This year a total of 307 volunteer hours were given

to Revelstoke Bear Aware.

The Revelstoke Bear Aware Society has identified Barriers to the Program (page 34), looked at the

Future of the Program (page 35) and made many Recommends for 2012 (page 36).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The mission of Revelstoke Bear Aware is to reduce human-bear conflict through education, cooperation
and active management initiatives in the community of Revelstoke and surrounding area. The Revelstoke
Bear Aware program has been delivered in Revelstoke and surrounding since 1996 with impressive
results. The annual average number of bears destroyed has been reduced from 27 to 7 since the
program began. The Revelstoke Bear Aware program receives substantial community-wide support.

1.1 Program Information

The focus of Revelstoke Bear Aware in 2011 was to continue working towards attaining Provincial Bear
Smart status in Revelstoke as well as continuing the diverse education outreach programs within the
community to reduce human-bear conflict and educate residents about reducing bear attractants. This
annual report describes the accomplishments of Revelstoke Bear Aware from January 01, 2011 to
December 31, 2011.

Revelstoke Bear Aware is administered and implemented by a Bear Aware Community Coordinator
(BACC) who is hired by the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society throughout the year. Janette Vickers has
been the Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator since June 2010. The program was also
partially funded by the British Columbia Conservation Foundation between May and November. Funding
for the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society in 2011 was also received from the Columbia Basin Trust-
Community Initiatives Fund. Valuable in-kind support was received from Parks Canada, the City of
Revelstoke, the Ministry of Environment and the programs many volunteers.
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1.2 Community Profile

Revelstoke is located adjacent to the Columbia River at the north end of upper Arrow Lake. Four valleys
intersect here: the Columbia River valley, the lllecillewaet River valley, the Jordan River valley and the
valley leading to Eagle Pass. The Monashee Mountains border the community to the west and the
Selkirk Mountains, containing Mount Revelstoke National Park, lie to the east. Many of the surrounding
mountain slopes provide prime black and grizzly bear food sources and shelter. Revelstoke is located in
Bear Country!

s
¥

-

Google

Ly all

Figure 2. Satellite image of Revelstoke and Surrounding Area provided by Google Earth.
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1.3 Historic Situation

The relative isolation of Revelstoke and its proximity to bear habitat has contributed to a large number of
human-bear conflicts in the past. Over the ten-year period between 1986 and 1996, 15 grizzlies and 266
black bears were destroyed in Revelstoke and the surrounding area. During the same period, 107
grizzlies and 54 black bears were relocated.

In September of 1994, the municipal landfill was protected with electric fencing for the first time. Prior to
this, the garbage at the landfill provided a major food source for bears. This resulted in unnaturally high
numbers of habituated and food conditioned grizzly and black bears in and near Revelstoke. The bears,
already accustomed to feeding on garbage at the landfill, started to search for alternate food sources
within the city. Groups of citizens voiced their concern about this situation and pressured the local
governments to stop or reduce the destruction of bears within and around the city.

In an effort to remedy this situation, local residents, agencies, organizations and various levels of
government created the Bear Management Committee. The goal of the committee was to develop
strategies that would reduce human-bear conflicts, increase public safety and reduce the unnecessary
destruction of bears.

In 1996, the Bear Management Committee acquired funding
and created the position of Bear Aware Program Coordinator.
The role of the coordinator is to educate the citizens of
Revelstoke about their responsibilities and the importance of
identifying, reducing or eliminating bear attractants on their
property. In 2004, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society
became a registered non-profit organization and now accepts
donations, grants and in-kind contributions to achieve this
goal.

The program has now been operating consistently in
Revelstoke for the past 16 years and has proven to be very
successful in reducing conflict between people and bears.
The average number of bears destroyed each year has been
reduced from 27 to 7, since inception of the program

(Figure 4).

Based on the success of Revelstoke Bear Aware, other
communities in British Columbia began to show interest and
similar programs have been initiated around the province.
The British Columbia Conservation Foundation administers
the Bear Aware program and provides financial support to a
number of communities throughout the province, including
Revelstoke.

Figure 3. Black bear eating birdseed.
Photo: Noleen Mostert, 2010
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Figure 4. Graph of Bear Management Actions in Revelstoke and Surrounding Area 1986-2011.
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2.0 REPORTED BEAR SIGHTINGS AND BEAR MORTALITY DUE TO
HUMAN-BEAR CONFLICT IN 2011

Residents of Revelstoke and surrounding area are urged to report bear sightings to the RAPP Line and/or
to Revelstoke Bear Aware. Every bear sighting reported includes information about the location of the
bear sighting, the bear species involved, if there was property damage and if a bear attractant was noted
(garbage, fruit tree, compost, livestock, birdfeeders, outdoor freezers and fridges, and vegetable
gardens).

2011 was a year of high bear activity in Revelstoke and the surrounding area. There were at total of 221
bear sightings reported to the RAPP Line and to Revelstoke Bear Aware, with reports related to both
black bear and grizzly bear activity.

Table 1. The Total Number of Bear Sightings Reported to the RAPP Line and Revelstoke Bear
Aware between 2005 and 2011.

Year Total Bear Sightings Reported
2005 50

2006 147

2007 143

2008 162

2009 34

2010 212

2011 221

Figure 5. Black bear sighting. Photo: Noleen Mostert, 2010
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2.1 Reported Black Bear Sightings and Mortality Results

There were 212 reports regarding black bears in both 2011 and 2010 to the RAPP Line and to Revelstoke
Bear Aware. 10 black bears were destroyed in Revelstoke and the surrounding area due to human-bear
conflict in 2011. 9 out of the 10 black bears destroyed were habituated and food-conditioned to garbage;
the other black bear was destroyed as a result of a conflict with a dog. One black bear was relocated in
2011. The first reported black bear sighting was on May 6, 2011 and the last reported sighting was on
December 19, 2011.

Table 2 summarizes reports concerning black bears received by the RAPP Line and Revelstoke Bear
Aware between 2005 and 2011. It also summarizes black bear mortality between 2005 and 2011 in
Revelstoke and surrounding area.

Table 2. The Number of Reports Concerning Black Bears and Black Bear Mortality, Between 2005
and 2011 in Revelstoke and Surrounding Area.

Year Reports Concerning Black Bears Black Bear Mortality
2005 48 3

2006 143 11

2007 136 11

2008 151 12

2009 34 2

2010 212 6

2011 212 10

Figure 6. Black bear attempting to find an easy meal. Photo: Noleen Mostert, 2010
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2.2 Reported Grizzly Bear Sightings and Mortality Results

There were 9 reports to the RAPP Line and Revelstoke Bear Aware concerning grizzly bears and no
grizzly bears were destroyed due to human-bear conflict in 2011. The number of grizzly bears destroyed
in Revelstoke and surrounding area per year has been minimal, with three bears destroyed between 2005
and 2011.

Table 3 summarizes reports concerning grizzly bears received by the RAPP Line and Revelstoke Bear
Aware between 2005 and 2011. It also summarizes grizzly bear mortality between 2005 and 2011 in
Revelstoke and surrounding area.

Table 3. The Number of Reports Concerning Grizzly Bears and Grizzly Bear Mortality, Between
2005 and 2011 in Revelstoke and Surrounding Area.

Reports Concerning Grizzly Bear Mortality
Grizzly Bears

OO O [N|MIN
=
O|0o|0o|lw|O|O0|O

3 -~

Figure 7. Grizzly bear eating plums. Photo: Brian Gadbois, 2011
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3.0 BEAR ATTRACTANTS

12

Every bear sighting reported to the RAPP Line and Revelstoke Bear Aware includes information about
the location of the bear sighting, the bear species involved, and if there was property damage. Each

report also details if i t
livestock, pet food, outdoor freezers a n d

wa s a

Afbear
fridges,

compost,

gardens, spilled grain on the CPR train tracks, or salmon at Bridge Creek).

bi

asheéagalttractant gias mvolved (garlmage, fiuif tree,

rdf eeder s,

Garbage continues to be the greatest bear attractant in Revelstoke and surrounding area, followed by
fruit trees between 2008 and 2011. Compost, livestock, birdfeeders, outdoor freezers and fridges, and
vegetable gardens also continue to be bear attractants. There were 5 reports of property damage and

112

Afbear

sighting

onl yo

reports

n

2011.

Table 4. Bear Attractants Reported Between 2008 and 2011 in Revelstoke and Surrounding Area.

Attractant involved 2008 2009 2010 2011
in Reported Bear
Sighting
Garbage 48 12 76 70
Fruit Trees 17 3 20 19
Livestock 11 1 5 4
Pet Food 4 1 2 0
Outdoor Freezers 4 1 2 2
and Fridges
Compost 3 1 3 5
Birdfeeders 3 3 1 3
BBQ 2 0 0 0
Beehives 1 0 0 0
Vegetable Garden 1 0 2 1
Grain on CPR Train n/a n/a 3 0
Tracks
Salmon at Bridge n/a n/a 1 0
Creek
Property Damage 2 4 7 5
Bear Sighting Only 62 14 99 112
(no bear attractant
noted in report)

THS

P )

BBQ
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Bear Attractants in 2011

m Garbage

B Fruit Trees
Livestock

= Qutdoor Freezers and
Fridges

® Compost

= Birdfeeders

H VVegetable Garden

Figure 8. Graph of Bear Attractants in Revelstoke and Surrounding Area, 2011.
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Figure 9. Garbage Bear. Photo: Janette Vickers, 2010
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Papa Bear’s “Be Aware” Demonstration Program.
“Stop...Look...and...Listen before garbage can shopping.”

Figure 10. Cartoon from The Revelstoke Current: Don Flipchuck, 2010
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4.0 PROGRAM DELIVERY

4.1 Public Displays, Presentations and Festivals

Revelstoke Bear Aware delivered 32 presentations in 2011. Revelstoke Bear Aware also attended the
community Farmers Market 4 times and attended 4 festivals including The Fair Trade Festival, The
Chickadee Nature Festival, The Kokanee Fish Festival and The Harvest Palooza. Revelstoke Bear
Aware also delivered presentations at 3 workshops hosted by the North Columbia Environmental Society
including a Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop, a Composting Workshop and a Community Garden Workshop.
Revelstoke Bear Aware also presented at a Composting Workshop hosted by the Columbia Shuswap
Regional District (CSRD).

Through these presentations and events a total 2, 452 people were reached. Table 5 provides details
about the presentations, events and festivals and outlines the number of people who attended each
event.

Table 5: Public Displays and Presentations in 2011.

Number of
Date Event Details People Attended
March CBT Community Meeting Bear Aware Presentation 120
2010 Annual Report
March City Council Bear Aware Update 30
North Columbia Environmental
April Society- Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop Bear Aware Presentation 20
North Columbia Environmental Bear Aware Presentation
May Society- Community Garden Meeting The Gleaning Project 24
May Community Centre Pre-School Bear Aware Presentation 23
May CSRD Composting Workshop Bear Aware Presentation 12
May Fair Trade Festival & Farmers Market Bear Aware Display 190
North Columbia Environmental
May Society- Composting Workshop Bear Aware Presentation 17
May Stepping Stones Pre-School Bear Aware Presentation 30
Bear Aware Display, Activities 180
May Chickadee Nature Festival & Art
Bear Aware Presentation #1 45
May BC Hydro- Mica Bear Aware Presentation #2 10
June Jumping Jacks Preschool Bear Aware Presentation- Bear Food 25

< whiS '[‘(
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June School Presentation Arrow Heights 3/4 class 25
Arrow Heights Grades 5,6 &7
June School Presentation Bear Aware Presentation 40
June Farmers Market Bear Aware Display 105
Bear Aware Presentation and Paw
July Stepping Stones Summer Camp Prints 12
July Farmers Market Bear Aware Display 112
Jr. Naturalist Program, Friends of Mt. Camping in Bear Country
August Revelstoke and Glacier National Park 3 Presentations 39
August Community Connections Youth Camp  Bear Aware Presentation and Art 15
Community Connections Pre-Teen
August Camp Bear Aware Presentation 15
September Far mer 6s Mar ket Bear Aware Display 183
Bear Aware Display
September = Kokanee Fish Festival 4 Grade 2 classes 120
September = Jumping Jacks Preschool Bear Aware Presentation 26
10 Bear Aware Presentations 209 students
October Columbia Park Elementary School Kindergarten to Grade 7 11 adults
118 students
15 staff
October Mt. Begbie Elementary School Bear Aware Presentation- Assembly 20 parents
October Farmers Market Bear Aware Display 183
Adult Day Program- Community
October Connections Bear Aware Presentation 10
Bear Aware Presentation
October Mt. View Elementary School Kindergarten 21
125 Students
October Arrow Heights Elementary School Bear Aware Presentation- Assembly 20 Adults
130 Students
October Mountain View Elementary School Bear Aware Presentation- Assembly 50 Adults
Bear Aware Display with Community
October Harvest Palooza Connections Food Bank 100
Bear Aware Presentation
November Mt. Begbie Elementary School Kindergarten 22
Total: 2, 452
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Flgure 14 CSRDA Compostmg Workshop

sy

) ] Figure 15: Fair Trade Festival- Bear Prints
Figure 12: Stepping Stones Summer Camp
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Figure 17: Bear Attractants Display

Figure 18: Community Connections Summer
Camp
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Figure 20: Jr. Naturalists
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4.2 Garbage Tagging

Garbage is consistently available to bears in Revelstoke and was again the number one bear attractant in
2011. Currently, the City of Revelsto k e 6 s Gar b a g glanQ\wo.L75%atlotvs garbageBto be placed
on the curb only between the hours of 7am and 7pm on the day of collection.

The City of Revelstoke Waste Collection Strategy Committee, of which Revelstoke Bear Aware is a
member, drafted changesto t he ci t yds ¢ glawoNa.d#9, nowBylagy&Nd. 2006nto B
include securing garbage from wildlife. Bylaw No. 2006 was brought to City Council in December of
2011, passed first and second readings, and went out for public review. Bylaw No. 2006 is expected to
pass third reading in early 2012, and Revelstoke Bear Aware can then initiate an education campaign
alerting residents of their new responsibility to secure garbage from wildlife.

To conduct Garbage Tagging, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator and volunteers go out

the night before garbage day and tag garbage cans that have been placed on the curb. A bright yellow

sticker is placed on the canthatstatesi igar bage attr act s rsinsideudilcollasctoonor e cont a
d a y Asdndicated by the low number of repeat offenders (Table 6), garbage tagging is a successful tool

used to educate residents about the number one bear attractant in Revelstoke. If repeat offenders

continue to place garbage on the curb the night before pickup a fine may be issued to the resident by the

City of Revelstoke.

Revelstoke has 5 garbage collection areas (Figure 21) with a total of 3100 pickups. Each area has an
average of 620 dwellings. The 2011 Garbage Tagging campaign focused in all five areas. This year local
Compliance and Enforcement Officers from the Ministry of Forests worked together with Revelstoke Bear
Aware to conduct the Garbage Tagging education campaigns. A total of 130 Garbage Tags were
handed out in 2011, with 20 repeat offenders (Table 6).

) N
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Figure 21. Garbage Collection Areas in Revelstoke, 2011. North Revelstoke Area (Blue), Big Eddy-
Farwell Area (Pink), Central Revelstoke Area (Yellow), South Revelstoke Area (Green), Arrow Heights Area
(Red).
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Table 6. The Number of Garbage Tags in Each Collection Area in Revelstoke, 2011.

Area Date Number of Garbage Number of Repeat
Tags Offenders
Central Revelstoke | May 31, 2011 30 Tags
Garbage Tagging #1
Central Revelstoke | June 7, 2011 31 Tags 7 repeat offenders
Garbage Tagging #2
Central Revelstoke | June 14, 2011 16 Tags 7 repeat offenders
Garbage Tagging #3 (3" time)
2 repeat offenders
(2™ time)
North Revelstoke June 2, 2011 12 Tags
Garbage Tagging #1
North Revelstoke June 9, 2011 8 Tags 2 repeat offenders
Garbage Tagging #2
Arrow Heights June 12, 2011 3 Tags
Garbage Tagging #1
South Revelstoke September 15, 2011 5 Tags
Garbage Tagging #1
South Revelstoke September 22, 2011 7 Tags 1 repeat offender
Garbage Tagging #2
South Revelstoke September 29, 2011 8 Tags 1 repeat offender
Big Eddy-Farwell September 19, 2011 7 Tags
Big Eddy-Farwell September 26, 2011 3 Tags 0 repeat offenders

Figure 22. Garbage Tags on Containers: Janette Vickers, 2010
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4.3 Door to Door

Areas of high or potentially high bear activity were identified in 2011, using results from: the garbage
tagging campaigns, complaint calls to the RAPP Line, information from the Bear Hazard Map, and
suggestions from the local Conservation Officer. Revelstoke Bear Aware went door-to-door to 52
residences in 2011. A Bear Aware brochure was distributed to these households. Letters promoting The
Gleaning Project were also distributed to residents with fruit trees.
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The Revelstoke Bears: “Weekly Update of Garbage Sightings.”

Figure 23. Cartoon from The Revelstoke Current. Don Flipchuck, 2010
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4.4 The Gleaning Project

The Gleaning Project gathers surplus fruits and vegetables from
the community, helping to reduce bear attractants. Residents
with excess fruit can contact Revelstoke Bear Aware to arrange
volunteers to harvest the fruit. The volunteers receive some of
the fruit and the remaining fruit is donated to Community
Connections Food Bank. The project also invites all residents
to donate their extra fruit, berries and vegetables directly to
Community Connections Food Bank.

The Bear Hazard map was areazof
historic bear activity related to fruit. A letter was distributed
inviting residents to take part in the program. The program was
also advertised through posters distributed throughout the
community, through advertisements on the local radio station,
and through articles in both local papers. Advertisements were
also posted on The Stoke List.

17 residents with fruit trees contacted Revelstoke Bear Aware
in 2011 to take part in the Gleaning Project. A total of 1 320
pounds of produce was donated to various agencies and
community groups in 2011. Community Connections Food
Bank was pleased to receive 920 pounds of cherries, plums,
pears, apples and grapes from The Gleaning Project. 300
pounds of plums were donated to Pamjeets Kitchen, 40 pounds
of plums were donated to the Hospital Auxiliary Conference and
60 pounds of plums were donated to the Revelstoke Secondary
School. Community Connections Food Bank also saw an
increase in the amount of fruit that was being donated outside
of The Gleaning Project. All volunteers received a Bear Aware
Cookbook containing tasty ideas for plums and apples.
Volunteers contributed over 84 hours into The Gleaning Project
in 2011.

Figure 24: The Gleaning Project.
Photo: J. Vickers 2011

Figure 25: Volunteer with The Gleaning Project.
Photo: J. Vickers 2010
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Figure 26: Volunteer with The Gleanig
Project. Photo: J. Vickers 2010

Figure 28: The Gleaning Project Volunteers.
Photo: J. Vickers 2011
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5.0 MEDIA

5.1 Revelstoke Bear Aware Website

The Revelstoke Bear Aware website (www.revelstokebearaware.org) continues to be a popular source of
information and received 2 941 visits between January 2011 and December 2011 with 7 017 page views.
This was a significant increase from 1 049 visits received in 2010. 75% of users in 2011 were new
visitors to the website. The most popular pages viewed by users were the Homepage, Google Earth Map,
Identifying a Bear, Current Issues, There is a Bear in My Yard and Report Bear Sightings.

The Revelstoke Bear Aware Community Coordinator updated the website on a regular basis and
attended a Wordpress course in 2011 at the Okanagan College to learn about updating and making
changes to the Revelstoke Bear Aware website.

In 2010, Revelstoke Bear Aware created an On-line Bear Sighting Map titled "Where the Bears Are-
Revelstoke BC." Updates of bear sightings and complaints were posted bi-weekly. This tool proved to be
an excellent tool for residents of Revelstoke to learn about recent bear activity. There were 751 views of
the map in 2010.

In 2011, Revelstoke Bear Aware collaborated with Ron Larsen and Jeff Bolingbroke of Parks Canada to
create a Google Earth Map to view bear sightings on the Revelstoke Bear Aware website. The Google
Earth Map is an interactive tool for residents to view bear sightings and associated bear attractants in
Revelstoke. The map includes bear sighting reports for 2009, 2010 and 2011. The Google Earth Map
has received 1 178 page views between May and December 2011.

In 2011, Revelstoke Bear Aware collaborated with other agencies to increase the usage of the
Revelstoke Bear Aware website. The following agencies have links to Revelstoke Bear Aware on their
websites: The City of Revelstoke, Park Canada, CSRD, iiWelcome to RevelstokedGuide, the Revelstoke
Times Review and The Revelstoke Current.

5.2 Newspaper

Revelstoke has two newspapers, the Revelstoke Times Review and The Revelstoke Current which are
both available in print form and online. Both newspapers are very supportive of Revelstoke Bear Aware.
A total of 8 articles were published in print in the Revelstoke Times Review and 8 online in 2011. A total
of 14 articles were published online in The Revelstoke Current, and 2 in print in 2011. Revelstoke Bear
Aware issued 4 press releases in 2011 as well as one public advisory (Table 7).
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Table 7. Revelstoke Bear Aware Articles, 2011

Newspaper Date Article

The Revelstoke Current- Online May 6, 2011 Bear Aware unveils its new interactive Google Earth
map for bear sightings

The Revelstoke Current- Online May 7, 2011 Community gardeners to help the Food Bank

The Revelstoke Current- Print May 9, 2011 New Map Bears All

The Globe and Mail- Online May 11, 2011 A few surprises in a decades- long black bear study

The Revelstoke Current- Online May 28, 2011 In Pictures: Day one of Chickadee Nature Festival

Revelstoke Times Review- Online June 21, 2011 Is there a grizzly roaming Revelstoke streets?

The Revelstoke Current- Online July 14, 2011 A summer update from Revelstoke Bear Aware

The Revelstoke Current- Online July 21, 2011 Angie Threatful and dog, vicious coyote attack

The Revelstoke Current- Online July 24, 2011 Happiness becomes horror when a bear snatches a
coupl eOxatgue t

The Revelstoke Current- Online July 24, 2011 Traps laid, one coyote killed and more to go in wake

of the attack on Angie Threatful

Revelstoke Times Review
Print and Online

July 24, July 25,
2011

Dog dies saving family from sudden bear attack at
their home

Revelstoke Times Review July 26, 2011 New Revel stoke @Qorexup? 6fiCo
Print and Online
The Revelstoke Current July 26, 2011 Brush, brush, brushing those trees away

The Revelstoke Current- Online

August 25, 2011

Bears-i f youbére sighing then

Revelstoke Times Review- Online

Sept 16, 2011

5 bears destroyed in Revelstoke in past week

The Revelstoke Current- Online

Sept 18, 2011

Those hungry bears are coming! Are you ready?

The Revelstoke Current- Print

Sept 19, 2011

Hey! Thanks for the breakie!

Revelstoke Times Review- Print

Sept 21, 2011

Five bears destroyed in one-week span

Revelstoke Times Review- Online &
Print

Sept 26, 2011

Garbage still the big human problem for bears

Revelstoke Times Review- Online &
Print

Sept 28, 2011

Making sense of bylaw changes in Revelstoke

The Revelstoke Current- Online

Sept 28, 2011

Our ursine death toll: 8 animals so far this year.

The Revelstoke Current- Online

October 4, 2011

Learning about our ursine neighbours

Revelstoke Times Review- Online
Poll & Print

October 5, 2011

Talk Back- Online Poll. Do you support fining those
who flout rules designed to prevent bear/human
conflict, such as leaving garbage out overnight?

The Revelstoke Current- Online

October 16, 2011

Celebrating Autumn the Harvest Palooza Way

Revelstoke Times Review- Online
and Print

December 2, 2011

Bear Sightings Way up in 2011

The Revelstoke Current- Online

December 2, 2011

At least one bear still out and about
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In 2011, Revelstoke Bear Aware purchased advertisements in the Revelstoke Times Review, the City of

Revelstoke Recreation Guide, as well as The Revelstoke Current. The Revelstoke Current and
Revelstoke Times Review hothhavea Revel st oke Bear Aware fAbuttono to |
Aware website. Revelstoke Bear Aware also posted advertisements on The Stoke List to promote The

Gleaning Project.

Table 8. Revelstoke Bear Aware Advertisements, 2011.
Date Advertisement Title
The Revelstoke Current- Online Start Date May Revelstoke Bear Aware Button- Link to RBAS Website
Revelstoke Times Review- Print September- We Live In Bear Country!
October 2011
6 Times
Revelstoke Department of Parks, Fall 2011 We Live In Bear Country!
Recreation and Culture Brochure
Revelstoke Times Review Fall 2011 Public Advisory
The Stoke List- Online July 18-21 The Gleaning Project
The Stoke List- Online August The Gleaning Project
The Stoke List- Online September The Gleaning Project
The Revelstoke Current- Online Fall 2011 Stop the killing

5.3 Radio

One live radio interview was completed on the local EZ Rock radio station in 2011. Four different radio
advertisements were recorded with EzRock Radio in 2010. Revelstoke Bear Aware Society purchased
spots for the advertisements for September, October and November 2011. Topics include a general Bear
Aware Message, Compost, Fruit and Garbage.

EZ Rock radio also promoted the Revelstoke Bear Aware website and the Google Earth Map three times
a day between July 29th and September 15th.

5.4 Video

The video AStayi ng SaxdlableasmafreB evarnightCentalfranrthe docal visleo store,
The Movie Company. This allowed Revelstoke Bear Aware the ability to direct residents to the video
store if they had questions regarding bear safety. The video was taken out 9 times in 2011.

5.5 Television

Six overlapping Bear Aware advertisements appear on Revelstoke Cable TV advertising channel
throughout the bear season. This advertisement runs 15 to 20 times a day between August and
November.
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5.6 2011 Public Advisory

Revelstoke Bear Aware issued a public advisory in September due to the large number of bears being
destroyed. The public advisory was issued in the Revelstoke Times Review as a full page advertisement.
Links to the advisory were also hosted on The Revelstoke Current and Revelstoke Bear Aware websites.
Posters were distributed throughout the community and emails were sent to Parks Canada employees,
City of Revelstoke employees, local businesses, the Chamber of Commerce, and the RCMP.

Public Advisory

Fall 2011

destroyed in Revelstoke this year!

Please take responsibility for any bear

attractants that you may have.

®  Keep your garbage sccurely stored INSIDE a locked, secure building until
garbage day.

®  Ensure any fruit you have on your property is PICKED and fallen fruit is
removed from the ground. Contact Revelstoke Bear Aware regarding The
Gleaning Project.

®  Sccure birdseed, livestock feed or pet food in a place not accessible to
bears.

If you see a bear in your neighbourhood, please call
1-877-952-7277. By failing to report a bear sighting or problem,
you are contributing to the likelihood of that bear being destroyed.
When reported, education can occur, attractants can be removed,

and the bear given a chance to move on.

Thank you! Together, we can create a safe, Bear Aware community.

Revelstoke Bear Aware 250-837-8624
beaware@telus.net
www.revelstokebearaware.org
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Figure 29: 2011 Public Advisory

5.7 Other

Revelstoke Bear Aware was able to deliver its message through a variety of initiatives in 2011 including:
the Welcome Wagon, a new message on the 2011 garbage schedule, and a new publication called
"Revelstoke, A Guide for Newcomers". Bear Aware posters and pamphlets were also distributed to
campgrounds, information centres, B&B's and local businesses.
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6.0 VOLUNTEERS

28

It would not have been possible to deliver the Revelstoke Bear Aware message to so many members of
the community without the support from volunteers. This year a total of 307 volunteer hours were given
to Revelstoke Bear Aware. The members of the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society volunteer many hours of
their time to provided support and guidance to the program. This year, volunteers also helped with The
Gleaning Project, door-to-door work as well as garbage tagging. The hourly wage was calculated from the
Provincial Bear Aware Volunteer Program schedule (Appendix 3).

Table 9. Revelstoke Bear Aware Volunteers, 2011.

Name Activity Totals Hours Value Total
P. Gribbon The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
K. Bibby The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
V. Leeson The Gleaning Project 6.0 $16.00 $96.00
L. Stafl The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
N. Stafl The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
C. Edwards The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
T. Kemprund The Gleaning Project 17.0 $16.00 $272.00
W. Nyhof The Gleaning Project 4.0 $16.00 $64.00
0. Brown The Gleaning Project 6.0 $16.00 $96.00
M. Manley The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
J. Beck The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
N. Thorpe The Gleaning Project 25 $16.00 $40.00
R. Kelly The Gleaning Project 14.5 $16.00 $232.00
J. Kelly The Gleaning Project 5.5 $16.00 $88.00
M. McCallum The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
F. McCallum The Gleaning Project 3.0 $16.00 $48.00
J. Vickers Garbage tagging 2 $15.79 $31.58
L. Parker Meeting, RBAS 9.5 $19.00 $180.50
M. Woods Meeting, RBAS 7 $19.00 $133.00
Display Board Meetings 5 $19.00 $95.00
A. Christie Meeting, RBAS 7.5 $19.00 $142.50
J. Morris Meeting, RBAS 9.5 $19.00 $180.50
Display Board Meetings 5 $19.00 $95.00
Bookkeeping 20 $16.00 $320.00
B. Gadbois Meeting, RBAS 8.5 $19.00 $161.50
Councilor Welock | Meeting, RBAS 9.5 $19.00 $180.50
I. Brown Meeting, RBAS 5 $19.00 $95.00
P. Page-Brittin Meeting, RBAS 9.5 $19.00 $180.50
Program Advisor 45 $19.00 $855.00
Meeting, CSRD 8 $19.00 $152.00
S. Mitchels Meeting, RBAS 2 $19.00 $38.00
S. Boyle Meeting, RBAS 25 $19.00 $47.50
R. Larson GIS Mapping 35 $21.54 $753.90
J. Bollingbrooke GIS Mapping 10 $21.54 $215.40
Ministry of Forests | Garbage Tagging Spring 14 $15.79 $221.06
Garbage Tagging- Fall 10 $15.79 $157.90
Totals 307 Hours $5555.84
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7.0 BEAR SMART

Bear Smart is a voluntary provincial initiative aimed at encouraging communities to reduce the amount of

conflict between people and bears by taking personal responsibility forchange. The provi nceds Bear
Smart Program is described at http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/bearsmart. For the City of Revelstoke to

become a fiBear Smarto community it egonandsticeamcsteer y f or i n
provincial government to work together to address bear attractants in the community. The program

focuses on five criteria that communities must complete in order to achieve Bear Smart status. Each of

the criteria is listed below with a description of work that has been completed.
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Figure 30: Bear Proof Garbage Bin at
Arrow Heights Elementary School

1. Prepare a bear hazard assessment of the community and surrounding area:

In 2009, the Revelstoke Bear Aware Society with in-kind support from Parks Canada, completed a Bear
Hazard Assessment and Bear Hazard Map (2005-2008) for Revelstoke and surrounding area. Both
documents identify both non-natural and natural wildlife attractants, commonly used wildlife corridors and
locations that may have an increased risk for bear encounters.

The Bear Hazard Assessment is available on the Revelstoke Bear Aware website
(www.revelstokebearaware.orq).

A new Bear Hazard Map, with in-kind support from Parks Canada, was created in 2011 to include bear
sighting data from 2009 thru 2010 (Figure 31). As well, a Garbage Bear Only map was created which
includes data from 2005 thru 2010 (Figure 32).

The Bear Hazard Map (2005-2008), the Bear Hazard Map (2009-2010) and the Garbage Bear Only Map
(2005-2010) are available on the Revelstoke Bear Aware website (www.revelstokebearaware.org).
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Bear sightings as reported to the Bear Aware Program

from 2009 through 2010
Attractant:
6> Birdfeeders 6> Livestock
& Destroyed & Other
& Fruit Trees & Petfood Fruit  Garbage
& Garbage e Sighting
G Grain Commonly used bear travel corridors

Sighting Density- these features identify where there have been multiple

sightings of bears feeding on garbage or fruit in the same or approximate locations.
Symbols may be overlapped so that only the top symbol is visible. The density analysis
shows areas of high density. Highest density areas are displayed as darker colours.
Fruitis identified as purple and Garbage as green. @
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Arrow Heights
Elementary School

&
Bear sightings as reported to the Bear Aware Program &
from 2005 through 2010
@~ Bears in Garbage 05-08
Bears in Garbage 09-10
Bear travel corridors
05-08  09-10
Sighting Density- these features identify where there have been multiple
sightings of bears feeding on garbage in the same or approximate location.
Symbols may be overlapped so that only the top symbol is visible. The density analysis
shows areas of high density. Highest density areas are displayed as darker colours. [ecec)
oy,

Figure 32: Garbage Bear Map 2005-2010
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